BRITAIN   GOES   TO   WAR
once, threatened the status quo in the Persian Gulf, and, in turn,
the peace of Europe. Once established at Basra, Great Britain,
in the event of a successful outcome of the general struggle,
could look forward to the maintenance of her time-honoured
policy of keeping guard over India through her supremacy in
the Gulf and its extensions, to the possible utilization of these
same regions as links in speedier communications with India
and to the restoration of her ancient trade and commercial
supremacy in the Middle East.